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Today's Weather.

Portland. Dec. 20.—Western Oregon
and Weatern Washington—Wednesday
ruin; probably part snow.

Bastern Oregon and Eastern Wash-
Ington—Rain or snow,
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IN STATUE QUO.

It is evident, from the actions of the
commeon council—or at least the con-
tingent representing the citizens party
—that there Is an affinity existing be-
tween the British Columbia and Pan-
ama members of the quasipolice com-
mission, that cannot be severed with-
out doing Incalculable injury to the
democratlc party. At every election
they express thelr dlnnprt.n‘al at what
they call the “ring” of the republican
party, yet at the same thne they are
fostering and nursing one of the most
collosal political rings that sver existed
In Clatsop county, and that is the “po-
Hee commissioner ring.” 1t is a well-
known fact, that the police commission
has nothing to do with the police force,
but it Is run, manipulated and managed
by one man.

The action of the charter revislon
committee In opposing the repeal of
the police commission, and of the
common council In refusing to declare
a vacancy In the offices of Cook and
Baker, will recelve the condemnation
of all honest cltlzens interested in good
government, irrespedtive of party af-
fillations. Few, W any, outside of a
chosen few, indorsed the actlons of the
republicans In  electing thres po‘llcel
commissioners at the recent election
but everyone knew that
was not Indorsed by the rank and file
of the republican party. But with the
democrats It Is entfrely different. They
are In power in the city and have a
majority of the members in the council
They can declare the two offices va-
cant, and have the power to select|
their own men. If they would do this,
no matler who were selected, the pub-
lic would be satisfied. But they rpfusel
to accede to the demands of the public
It |s evident that there isn't a man
in thelr party that they are willing to
trust, and they prefér a pollce com-
misslon that |s powerless to acl, two
of whom are neither residents, and one
of whom is not a resident or tax pay-
ér and who will never be here to Inter-
fere with the police ring. mo neceassary
for the succesa of the democratic party.

The republicans ara (o blame for the
present condition of affalrs. Had ‘t not
been for republican votes, the police
commlisslon would not be democratic,
and a commimelon would have been
elected, that were qualified to act. It
{a very probable that the affairs of the
pollce are being honestly administered,
that as some of the democrats claim,
there Is no need for a palice commis-
slon, but It Is certalnly an Injustice
to allow two men to hold public offices
in Astoria who are not residents and
naver will be again. Tt places the en-
tire affalrs of the city in the hands of
the police and their manager. If
charges were preferred against the
chief or any of the officers, for mal-
feasance in office, or direliction of duty,
the chief and officers could tell the
public to go to a warmer climate, as
there was no power to oust them from
office, or Investigate any charges that
might be made. One man is not a
pollce commission within the meaning
of the charter. He can neither remove
or appoint a chief of police or po-
lice officer. 'This Is what the demo-
erat council wants, It don't want any
of their pets Investigated. To show
thelr contempt for the rights of the
public, the following. taken from the
oMcial organ of the police ring, shows
to what methods they will resort to
to continue In rion-restdent
police commission,

“The citizens hive the
police commission muddle and are con-
tenting themsslves with their abllity
to make It impossible for the républice
ans to Jo business. If Messrs. Prasl
Jones and Carney should be seatéd by
order of the court, the council, which
Is made up of at least seven men who
are opposed to the effort to capture
the commission, could reduce the sal-
arles of policeman to §20 a month, and
make the position of chief dn honorary
one. The new pollice commisalon
would, under such clrceumstances, find
it somewhat difficult to find men to
accept the places offering.”

power a

all the best of

Comment on the above I8 unneces-
sry, It speaka for itself. Should the
courts  Jdecree  that the commission
elected last Wednesday was the lawful
commission, It would reduce the sal.
arles o drive them out of offfce. At
the same time they have been ralsing
the salaries of all the democratic oM-
clals untll they are pearly double what
they were five yvears ago. They have
started In on another ralse, commencs
Ing with the auditor and police udge
and are going to ralse his salary to $150
a month, As soon as the public gets
this digested and gets through Kicking,
it will raise the salaries of other offi-
oers, until, hy “salury grabs” and the
police commission, it will be able to
raise a suMcient sack to carry the clty
slection next December, at which three
counciimen, at least two police com-
miasioners, a mayor and all the clty
officials are to be elected

There are only two remadies open to
the republicans, and to the lirge ma-
Jority of votérs, who are dissatisfed
with the actions of the common coun-
cll. One i#2 qud Wirranto proceedings,
which will bé instituted today In the
clrenlt court, and If that falls, the
passage of the charter of two years
ago, which was vetoed by o democratic
governor at the demand of the demo-
eratic ring. over the governor's veto
The legislature (s strongly republican
and when the facts are submitted to
It, as It will be. there I8 no doubt of the
passage of the charter over the gove
ernor's veto.

If the common council persists In
refusing to declure the two offices of
police commission vacant, one or both
of the means hereln outlined will be
resorted to, but If the council will con-
serve the interests of tha public and
do that which they should do, there
will be no necessity to resort to these
measurea. It Is up to the common
council. Wil it perform its duty, or
will they be compelled to do It?
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REPUISCAT EN PACE. .
Dr. Lyman Abbott of New York, an
eminent Congregntional minister,
clares that the Bible Is obselete, and
not authentic, and he does not belleve
in a personal God, but the God of na-
ture. This is the same bellef Nlunc-l-l
ated by Henry Ward Beecher, Bob In-
gersol and other eminent Jivines, who
have petitioned Luclfer for a pardon
80 that they can be admitted to 'toth-
er place, Tha sermon will, however,
have a tendency to Increase the army
of Infidels and agnostics, and will have
& demoralizing effect on the progress
of the Christlan religion, coming us It
does from such an educated and emi-
nent divine as Dr. Lyman Abbott. He
claims that the Bible Is no longer to|
be accepted as authentic; that the 10
commandments were never promulgat-
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NEW PAGIFIG LINERS

To Have Speed Equal to Atlantic
Greyhounds.

MAKE 22 KNOTS AN HOUR

Japanese Government Expected to In-
crease Subasidy for tha Toyo Kisen
Kaisha to Get Fast Mail Boats
for Oriental Ports.

San Francisco Dec, 30.—The Toyo
Kisen Kalsha, whose steamshipe, the
Hong Kong, America and Nippon, were
taken for use with the Japanese navy
will soonn be In the fleld aguin with
three new fast ocean liners. The com-
pany will, It s sald, within two
months begin work on three 12,000 ton
steamers.  The materlal for the lin-

ers has been bought In Scotland. The |,

vessels will be bullt at Nagasakl,

It was the Intention to bulld the lin- ||
The Jup- |}

er® with n speed of 19 knots,
anese governmentl, however, wunts the
Toye Kisen Kalsha to bulld faster
boats—ad least 21 knotters, As this

additional two knots will invelve con- ||
slderable extra expense, the steamship|:

company has asked for a greater sub-

sidy than It wus originally agreed to|!

give them. Thix i now unl@er consid-
erntlon at Toklo and as soon as |t is
settled the Keels of the liners will be
lald.

BEACH COMBINGS,

In New York the betting fraternity
is placing odds today on Nan Patter-
son's acquittal, and she mey go free
but unless the rformer chorus girl
mends her way the betting on her
ultimate destination will be 100 to 1
with no takers,

e @@

Speaking of the dulcet strains of the
souless planoln, an Astoria Indy who
hus been compelled to listen to one
of them “tearing off” more or less
melodious sonatas,  ete, complained
yesterday: “Now, just listen to that
thing—that's a funeral march now and
the Infernal-machine I8 playing It In
quick time, Oh, well (resignedly)
maybe it was a virulent case of con

ed from ML Sinal, but are the cause of |

man I8 not a creature bul a ereation. |
This will afford food for thought and
subjects for sermons by the lotal)
clergy of Astoria. A refutation Is es-
sentlal to the cause of Christlanity.

He says that "the day of polythenian |
is past.” Polythenlan meuns "a per-
son who belleves In or maintains thel
doctrine of & plurality of Gods, or In- |
viasible beings superior to man, and|
having an agency In the government of |
the world.” In other words, the theory
of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, are
now obselete, and man Is squal to Il’i
not superior to an Invisible God.

On account of our theological edu‘
cation having been neglected, and not
belng as well versed In the scriptures
an those of the Astoria clergy who|
have passed through the trying ordeal
of ordination, to be admitted to prac-
tice In the pulpits of the wvarious
churches, we are not in a position m||
cope with the gymnastic somersaults
of the eminent divine, whose teachings |
In the past huve been regarded as an
emination of divine law, and who has|
been ranked as one of the followers of |
the Meek and Lowly COne, whose l:lrrh'
we arg to celebrate next Sunday,
this startling announcement will come
as u thunderclap from :a clear sky, und!
will compel the Astoria contingent of |
ministerial workers in the Lord's vine- |
yard of Atsorie to gird on thelr armor
and prepare to resist the nssault which
threatens the foundation of the Chris-
tlan religion.
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The pleture of the Jate Dan O'Nell
published In yesterday's Oregonian, re-
sembles more the "before and afler
taking” chromo of Lydia Pinkham's ad-
vertisements. There was only three
things that would enable an acquaint-
ance of the popular river purser to
Identify him from the plcture, and that
Is the cup, the button hole boguet, and
the name under the pleture. The ple-
ture itself looked no more llke Dan
O'Nell than Mre. Chadwick resembles
the czar of Russla,

- I

The neceaslty of establishing a light
at the foot of Ninth street |s appar-
ent, Several accldents have occurred
in this vieinity this winter, and the re-
quest was made to avold further acel-
dents. Between acknowledging the
Infallibllity of the absent police com-
mission and ralsing saluries, the coun-
cll has no time to devole Lo the miuvs
Ing of lives, It is possible that a dis-
pensation of divine providence may be
necessary to awaken It to a reallzing
senme of the duty It owes the public.
It evidently goes on the hypothesis
that every man drowned Is a republie-
an and it don't need them in its busi-
nass a8 much as it does an allen police
commission,

:\'. niers,

tagious dlgense and they had to hur-

thelr action |growth and environments, and that a v

OB O

The police reporters of the Portland
|newspapers are fourishing In the face
ul‘ Chief of Police Hunt the fact that
150 burglaries have been  committed

|th1-r!_- since December 1, both thelr «dit-

tors should calm them with a club
There 18 pothing in Portland o strang-

and that puts the popu-
position of the man who

er would steal,
{lstion In the
robibed his own pockets,
®®®

The fishing laws
onea that Captain Laws
are golng to ask him to revise, The
captain is the new member from Clat-
sop county, and many are the mean-
ures for which he has been asked to
become i parent, bul the latest Is the
best. The captain went Into one of
the beef-tean camps on Commercial
street Saturday for refreshments and

are not the only
constituents

|the man with the white apron wins re-

monstrating with n sallow faced Indl-
vidual who was presenting a petition
for mntches.

When he Laws  ap-
| proaching, n relleved look Hoated over
hin fuce like the culm of oil on troubled
sat out the captain’s
glans of milk he wmald: “Captain, 1
worked for you like a longgshoreman at
lnst election, and I shed enough sweal
1o make high tide look ke a vanishing
dew drop, an' now there's something 1
wunt you to do for me. Am I on?"

“Son,” replled the solon, except walk-
ing up nnd tickilng the speaker’s chin,
theére I8 nothing I won't do for you.
puss the buck.”

“1 knew It,” sald Payne, "but what 1
want Is this: I want an lron-clad, cop-
per-rivited, chilled-steel law compell-
Ing every blamed clgarette smoker In
Astoria to take a wheel-barrow with
him to carry his own matches™

No sooner does Dr. Lyman Abbott
promulgate his new creed of o universal
God thiun the Brazilian legislators rush
to executlve session Hﬂl! fram n lll“’
excluding from that country all friars,
priests and new religious beliefs, Fither
they heard of the doctor, or else they
have a superior brand of religion there,
Atill, no saints have come oul of
Brazil yet, and Santos Dumont s the
only thing from there known to 1y, and
his wings are artificial,

®®®

gaw  Caplaln

and ns he

In another part of this paper will be
found an article read before the New
York Medleal Assoclation by a famous
exponent of clinleal medicine In which
it Is winted that drinking water aggra-
vates nephritls and produces heart Jdin-
enpe, There are but two conclusions;
elther the doctor Is the victim of the
inslduous advances of a press agent
for n brewery, or else this should be
the wignal for every man chalned to

020808000000 0R0R0

P. A

-— [E—————

STOKES
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evening

MERRY YULE-TIDE

And our store jammed full of everthing that goes

to help you in your selections.

o world

to
or boy happy. We will be pleased

WINTER LEISURE

of satisfaction In the

till
eight
o'clock

P. A,

R EMEMBER everything guaranteed to give satisfaction
or money refunded
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STOKES

Swell Togs for Men.”

the seat In the water wagon to visit
n blacksmith and have his bonds loos-
ened before the yawning grave gath-
ers him in,
That will be all for this time,
WEARY WILLIE,

A TARTAR TRICKSTER.

The Way He Tried to Sell a Vallae to
a Forelgner,

At the spuual fair In Nijol Novgorod
1 stepped  with n German-Russinn
friend loto a saddlery, where he wish-
o to purchase a vallse, e pleked |-
ot one for which the Tartar mer
chant nomexd n price that was evident.
Iy miueh In excess of Its real value. My
friem! was making the usunl feint un
der such clrcnmstances of leaving the |
store when he pollesd that the dealer,
with u rapld movement, stuck & paper
in the outside pocker of bis valise, Not
belug o greenborn In Russia, be Knew
Lnmedintely what the Tartar was up
to.

“"But, barin,” sald the latter, ealling
him baek, “come, Look at the lenther
nnd the lining, silk all through. Please
exnming it earefully.” He handed the
valise agnin to my friend and turned
buck to his stock, apparenty looking
for other satchels to show. With a sly
wink my friend extracted a ten ruble
note from the outer pocket of the va-
lise and hid it In his band. Then he
gald; “Don't trouble yourself any jong-
er. This valise seems to be what you
say It Is, and 1 will tnke 10.”

The Tartar grinned broadly as he
turiedd around, satlsfied that bis litle
trick had succeqpded. Then while my
friend pretended to eount out the pur-
chise price he took hald onee more of
the vallse In omder necldentally to dis-
cover the bank note In It 1 shall nev-
er forget his oyves, which bulged out of
thelr sockets, or the petrified swile on
bis face when he Tound his wopey |
gone, He wan so bewlldesed that he
stammersd lke u drunken man,

“The fellow renlly ought to get o les-
son,” my friend sald to me In German,
while he kept the trickster In suspense
for severnl minutes before handing
bim back the bank note, together with
the vallse, which the desler now of-
fered for less than half of what he bad |*
demanded before.—Sigmund Kranz In
Booklovers' Magnzine,

CONVERSATION “DON'TS."

Don't Indulge in personalitien. They
invariably return worse than they
started out.

Don't mention family feuds. It em-
barrasses the listener, and you are sure
to regret It

Don't talk of the cost of things. It
gives the rich & chance for boastful-
ness and may be emburrasaing to the
poor.

Don't tell your personnl Interests,
occupations, hopes or aspirations. No-
body wants to bear them, and you give
your digunity a mortal stab.

Don't discuss children. If you have
any the chances are you are boring
those who have not. If you have none,
you are sure to be mortally wounding
those who have.

Don't discuss dresy, The lady whose
evening gown you are scoring mny
bave come direct from Parls, wearing
the newest thing, nnd the whale sube
Jeet Is a hopelecss one anyway.—Har
per's Weekly

Come and See what we Have to Show
You in

HOLIDAY GOODS

better than ever before.

Our Stock is complete and

J. N. GRIFFIN

Hsher’s Opera House

I.u El Sﬂ.ﬁ. - lmmm

Week Commencing
Monday, December 26th

KEITH STOCK COMPANY

A company of accoplished players
nppearing In n powerful repertolre of

plauyn replete with specinl scenle em-
bellishments,
Opening performance Monday, Da-

camber 26,

“Slaves of Russia”

Followed on gther nights by (“Brother
Against Brother,” “Capt. Fresh, U. 8.
A" “Senator's Daughter,” "Powsr of
Truth” and “Light House Robbery.”

PRICES: Reserved Seats, 3sc.; Children in Gallery 15¢., Adults a5c.
Seat sale opens Saturday morning at g o'clock at Fisher Bros. Office.

Worst of All Experiences.

Can anything be worse than to feel
that every minute will be your last?
Such was the experlence of Mra. B
Newson, Decatur, Ala. "“For three

she writes, "I endured Insuff-
erx’ pain from [ndigestion, stomach
and bowel trouble, Death seemed In-
evitable when doctors and all remedies
falled. At length I was Induced to
try Electric Bittera and the result was
marvelous, I Improved at once and
now I'm completely recovered. For
Liver, Kidney, Btomach and Bowel
troubles Electrlc Bittera Is the only
medicine, Only G0e, It's guarantesd
by Chas. Rogers Druggist.

Next Time

You need a pair of
Men's, Women's or
Children's

SHOES

Honest, Durable Shoes

Go to the New Btyle Restaurant for a

square meal, For less maonaey

Now is the Time oroen

CHRISTMAS
POULTRY.

The best Torkeys, Geese and Chickena
in the city, fed on wheat and corn,
ut the

BOND STREET MARKET

We keep our Poultry alive and dress
them as needed ; do not handle cold stor-
age Poultry: Puosm 2183 Rup

than you have
been paying try
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3. A GIMRE

543-545 Bond St.
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